
Welcome to Term One, 2018 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

We are looking forward to sharing your child’s learning journey with you this year.  

 

Below are housekeeping notes to be aware of within the Grade 1/2 area, as well as details 

about the various curriculum areas covered throughout the term.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to make an appointment to see your 

child’s teacher.  

 

King regards,  

 

The Grade 1/2 Team 

Jane Cardamone, Kate Dyer, Tania Haimon, Martha Mackenzie and Alex Macias 

 

 
General Reminders 

 

 
iPads 

 

Please ensure your child’s iPad is charged 

and ready for use each day. All school apps 

must be installed and a minimum of 6GB of 

space is required for school use. 

 

They need to be taken out of bags every 

morning, and put into the filing cabinet 

where they will be kept when not in use. 

 

 
Rubbish Free Lunches 

 

We are continuing to strive for lunches free 

from rubbish at Oak Park, and remind 

families to reduce the amount of packaging 

included in children’s lunch boxes.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Curriculum Areas 
 

 
Literacy - Reading 
We will be learning to practise independent reading for a sustained amount of time, focusing 

on thinking about our reading, and responding to texts.  

Home Readers: Children take home books to practice their fluency, expression and 

comprehension, as well as to foster their love of reading. Reading logs are to be signed by 

parents each night, and we encourage children to read for at least 10 minutes. Listening to 

children read, as well as reading to them, is recommended. Asking questions about the text, 

and having open discussions will also assist in developing reading skills.  

 

Literacy - Spelling 
Students will be involved in a classroom based Inquiry spelling program. This will require 

students to use theme words and most commonly used words within their writing. Inquiry 

spelling is about teaching spelling strategies rather than learning by rote.  

 

Numeracy 
We will be focusing on number patterns up to and beyond 100, odd and even numbers, and 

place value. We will be reading calendars, focusing on days of the week and months of the 

year. Please encourage your child to practise these concepts at home, particularly counting to 

100 and beyond. Where possible, share with your child the maths in everyday life.  

 

Challenge Based Learning 
Our CBL challenge for this term is ‘Know Thy Student’. As part of this unit, students will be 

focusing on the school values of Responsibility, Resilience and Respect. We will also learn 

about using iPads responsibly and discuss the importance of eSafety. 
 

 

Specialist Curriculum Areas 

 

Japanese 
The focus for the 1/2s this term is the Hiragana alphabet. Students will become more familiar 

with recognition via mnemonics and learn the correct stroke order. Grade 1/2s will then learn 

colours and animals in Japanese. They will continue to expand their knowledge of the culture 

of Japan through stories and relevant songs. 

 

Performing Arts 
This term the focus is reintroducing Performing Arts to Grade 1/2. Students will be exploring 

all three major areas- movement, drama and singing. The children will play many drama 

games to build up confidence and help students bond with their new classmates. We will also 

be focussing on role-playing social situations the children may encounter in the playground. 

We will explore issues such as “How do you ask to join in a game at playtime?” and “If you 
see someone lonely what can you say and do?” These simple role-plays are essential to 

promote positive social interactions and allows younger children to practise scripted dialogue 

in a supportive environment. 

 



For the first few weeks of term students will participate in a variety of familiar games which 

were learnt last year in Performing Arts. This will give the students a sense of familiarity and 

build confidence from having a semester break. Ask your child about “Mirrors”, “Find My 

Family” and “Pass the Clap”; these team building games are very popular with many grades. 

 

Although there is no whole school concert this year there are still many opportunities for the 

students to perform. This year performances will be during assembly, the school fete and 

performances in front of other year levels. 

Please come and see me if you have any questions regarding the Performing Arts program 

and I will continue to keep you updated with our activities via the school newsletter. 

I look forward to working with your child this semester and hopefully your child is coming 

home singing and dancing! 

 
Sustainability 
Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students will begin Sustainability classes during the second 

half of the year. However, there are still many opportunities to be involved in the 

school’s Sustainability program in the meantime. All classrooms are equipped with recycling 

and compost bins which the students will learn to place the appropriate items in. They will 

also be able to contribute to looking after the vegetable gardens by watering them and will 

have access to the chickens and orchard area at lunch times on Friday. 

 

Visual Arts 
During Term 1 the Grade 1/2 students will be creating artworks related to the Inquiry topic of 

“Know Thy Student”. They will be using art mediums such as coloured markers and pencils, 

pastels and watercolour paint. The artworks the students will produce include designs using 

their favourite colours, a self-portrait and a name design using their own fingerprints. The 

students will also complete some artworks based on special occasions such as Dr Seuss’ 
birthday and St. Patrick’s Day. Looking forward to another 40+ lessons with the Grade 1/2 

students. Have a wonderful year! 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 


